
Cyngor Cymuned Onllwyn Community Council
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 
Monday 13th July 2026
Dove Workshop, Banwen.
Present:
Chair:			Cllr Gareth Evans
Members Present:  	Cllr Shannon Brace, Cllr Dean Cawsey, Cllr Martin Crimmins,  Cllr Paul Davies, Cllr Gareth Llewellyn, Cllr Ruth Stone, Cllr Steve Thomas and Cllr Maxine Woodward 
Clerk: 			Mrs Catrin Rees

1. Apologies

Cllr Lee Reynolds submitted apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of interest 

These will be notified as and when needed during the proceedings of the evenings meeting and forms available for signing if necessary.

3. Public Participation
Mr A Whitney and Ms C Zerk attended the meeting on behalf of Banwen Pony Club in relation to the agenda item under Correspondence. It was noted that the matter was being dealt with by Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council and was only reported to this meeting for information purposes.
4. Minutes of Monthly meeting.
RESOLVED: to accept the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 8th June 2026.

5. Matters arising from previous minutes

None

6. Financial Reports

The bank reconciliation reports and payments awaiting authorisation (totalling £8,015.02) were presented for the period 1st to 30 June 2026, for Members approval. 

RESOLVED: that the above reports be approved

7. Clerks report

a) Lease of Former Forest School Land

Cllr Ruth Stone and Cllr Shannon Brace declared an interest in this matter

Emma Holding, the Family Engagement Officer employed by Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council attended the meeting to explain to members the proposal she was putting forward with Maesmarchog Primary School to lease the former forest school land adjacent to Dove workshops. 

The proposed use of the land would be to provide structured Forest School sessions for pupils of Maesmarchog School and others schools locally, family engagement activities to support parents and carers and small group interventions aimed at wellbeing and emotional development

In relation to funding, she explained that so far she had received some small donations from members of the public totalling £300. Funding had been sought from the Welsh Government, but the bid had been unsuccessful. It was suggested that the PTA may be able to apply for future funding from the Maesgwyn Fund.

It was reported that the site would need to be cleared and the fencing repaired. 
There would also be a requirement to purchase some equipment.

The School Behaviour Team would train a member of Maesmarchog staff to be a Forest School Leader during term time.

It was confirmed that The Head of Maesmarchog Primary, Mrs Jones would be the leaseholder.

RESOLVED:	that Ms Holding be thanked for her attendance at the meeting and that the draft lease circulated, be approved and signed for a 12 month period at an initial annual charge of £25


b) Defibrillators

The Clerk advised that interest had been expressed by a neighbouring Community Council in possibly purchasing two of the three decommissioned defibrillator units

RESOLVED: (i) that the clerk contact the interested Council and suggest an asking price of £500 for each unit

(ii) that the Clerk determine whether there is any interest from other organisations in purchasing the remaining decommissioned unit 





c) Appointment of Internal Auditor

It was noted that several internal auditors had been approached for quotes but only two had been received. Both were considered by the Council.

RESOLVED:	that Mark Evans of Ridgewood Associates Limited be appointed as Internal Auditor for the Council for the 2026-2027 financial year at an agreed fee of £325

d) Pride In Place Impact Fund

Members considered potential projects that could benefit from the above grant funding totalling £12,499. 

RESOLVED:	that three quotes be obtained for work to upgrade the tarmac path around Banwen pond and improve accessibility

8. Clerks Salary

The Clerk reported that from 6 April 2026, HMRC had withdrawn the employee tax relief for homeworking expenses. It was noted that the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) had confirmed that this did not prevent the Council from continuing to pay the £26 allowance where the conditions for a tax free homeworking payment were met. The Clerk had refunded June’s payment pending clarification on the matter.

RESOLVED:	that the working from home allowance of £26 per month continue to be paid to the Clerk monthly until further notice


9. Community Matters

a) Grounds Maintenance
Details of all grass cutting to date had been provided and circulated to members.
There was a discussion regarding overgrown foliage on footpaths at Moorlands and it was suggested that if it was a registered footpath, it would be the responsibility of the County Borough Council.
RESOLVED:  that the matter be noted.
b) Play Parks

A quote had been received for replacement of damaged equipment at the Dove and Rugby Club Playparks. A revised quote was being prepared to include labour costs.

It was noted that the Dove playpark had only been installed in December 2024 and it was suggested that contact should be made with the company to query the quality of the equipment if it was needing repair so soon after installation.

RESOLVED:  that the company that supplied the equipment be contacted regarding the damaged items to determine whether they should require repair after such a short period of use.



c) Pond
It was noted that a successful meeting had been held with representatives of the Community Council and the Angling Club on 22nd June 2026. Both parties clarified issues relating to maintenance of the pond, with reference to biodiversity and safety considerations.

The Angling Club reported that both Welcome and Fishery Rules signs needed to be replaced at the site at a cost of £336

RESOLVED: that the Community Council fund the new signage at a cost of £336 

d) Pantyffordd Hall

It was reported that the Fire alarm system at the Hall was faulty and an electrician had been contacted to look at the problem.

A lockable steel cupboard had been purchased for the hall and all historical paperwork for the community council had been filed there securely.

RESOLVED: that the information be noted


e) Cemetery

Members discussed the main gates that had been removed due to safety concerns, and it was suggested that a preferred solution would be to install a new arch above the gates.

RESOLVED: that a quote be obtained for an arch above the Cemetery gates for consideration at the next meeting

10. Windfarm Panel

It was noted that the Boxing Club Grant had not yet been paid out as there were ongoing issues with their bank account, but they were working to resolve the issue.

11. Outside Bodies

The Clerk and Cllr Woodward had attended the NPT Area Committee of One Voice Wales on 10th June at Neath Community Centre. Presentations were given by the One Voice Wales Cost of Living team and by Attemis on the health impacts of redundancies from TATA Steel.

RESOLVED: that the information be noted

12. Planning applications

Members considered a planning application for erection of a detached storage outbuilding at 55 Main Road, Dyffryn Cellwen.

RESOLVED:  that no objections be raised to the proposed development
13. Police Matters

PSCO Aled Musslewhite attended the meeting to introduce himself to members.
	Safety concerns were raised by members regarding electric scooters and electric bikes in the area. PCSO Musslewhite encouraged everyone to report any incidents to 101 as it was difficult to address issues if they weren’t formally reported.

	Suggestions were also made regarding speeding measures that could be considered for the ward such as the Go Safe Campaign or Community Speed watch.

Members were also informed of the South Wales Listens Campaign and PCSO Musslewhite would be visiting all councillors in the future to explain more about the scheme and how the portal could be used to make contact.

RESOLVED:  that PCSO Musslewhite be thanked for his attendance at the meeting and for the information provided

14. Correspondence
a) Dyffryn Cellwen Public Conveniences

It was reported that the above public conveniences had been locked following incidents of vandalism, but some residents had requested the reopening of the facility. Cllr Llewellyn had been informed that, providing the Community Council took responsibility for opening and closing the facility the County Borough Council would carry out any repair works prior to reopening and would be responsible for maintaining them.

RESOLVED: that the clerk contact the County Borough Council to inform them that the Community Council will be responsible for opening and closing the public conveniences providing that the necessary repairs are carried out prior to the facility being reopened. Ongoing maintenance would be the responsibility of the County Council.

b) Request to lease land at Roman Road

A request had been received from a local resident to lease Community Council land on Roman Road, Banwen. The proposal was to develop a Community Dog Exercise Park.

RESOLVED: that the resident be invited to the next meeting in September to discuss the proposal in more detail.



c) Untethered horses at Dulais Gardens

It was reported that there were currently 9 horses on private land at Dulais Gardens. There were concerns for their welfare but also the safety of others as they were untethered and often straying on to the main road. The private land was owned by a number of residents at Golwg Y Bryn and it was suggested that they be encouraged to contact the County Borough Council with their concerns.

RESOLVED: that the matter be noted

d) Grant Funding – Banwen Pony Club

The Community Council had received a copy of a request for information from Banwen Pony Club regarding grant funding and future support for Banwen Pony Club. It was reported that this was a matter for the County Borough Council and was circulated for information only.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted

e) Lease of Land at Banwen Rugby Club

It was reported that the registration process for the lease of land by the Community Council at Banwen Rugby Club had been completed

RESOLVED: that the matter be noted

f) Land at Golwg Y Bryn

It was reported that a parcel of land between No 31 and 32 Golwg Y Bryn had been purchased recently and work had commenced. There were concerns regarding a public footpath on the land which needed to be maintained. The County Borough Council had visited the site and installed signs indicating the need to reinstate the footpaths but it was reported that these signs had since been removed. It was agreed that this was a matter for the County Borough Council.

RESOLVED: that the matter be noted.

Meeting Concluded at 8.30pm

Next meeting: Monday 14th September 2026 at 6.30pm.

Signed:____________________________
Dated:_____________________________
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