
Cyngor Cymuned Onllwyn Community Council
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 
Monday 8th June 2026
Dove Workshop, Banwen.
Present:
Chair:			Cllr Gareth Evans
Members Present:  	Cllr Dean Cawsey, Cllr Gareth Llewellyn, Cllr Lee Reynolds, Cllr Ruth Stone, Cllr Steve Thomas and Cllr Maxine Woodward 
Clerk: 			Mrs Catrin Rees

1. Apologies

Cllr Shannon Brace, Cllr Martin Crimmins, Cllr Paul Davies submitted apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of interest 

These will be notified as and when needed during the proceedings of the evenings meeting and forms available for signing if necessary.

3. Public Participation
There were no members of the public in attendance.
4. Approve minutes of Monthly meeting.
RESOLVED: to accept the minutes of the Annual and Monthly meetings held on 11th May 2026.

5. Matters arising from previous minutes

None

6. Financial Reports

The bank reconciliation reports and payments awaiting authorisation (totalling £17,287.60) were presented for the period 1st to 31 May 2026, for Members approval. 

RESOLVED: that the above reports be approved



7. Internal Auditors Report

Members were advised of the following actions that had been undertaken by the clerk following the recommendations within the Internal Auditors report that was presented to the previous meeting on 11th May 2026:
· Risk Assessment updated to include Procurement Compliance
· Vat reclaimed for period 1/11/25-31/3/26
· Asset Register amended to include Fishing Platforms
· Minutes to record dates of bank reconciliations and total amount of payments awaiting authorisation 
· Budget for 2027/28 to be considered in detail by Finance Committee
· Salary figure amended to include PAYE
RESOLVED:	that the above be noted

8. Annual Return

Members received copies of the Annual Return for approval.

RESOLVED:	that the Annual Report be approved and signed by the Chair and RFO for submission to Audit Wales by 30th June 2026

9. Clerks report

a) Defibrillators

The Clerk updated Members on the current position.

 It was noted that Maesmarchog School did not have the funds to maintain the defibrillator and Banwen shop were satisfied with the proximity of alternative defibrillators. Nitelite however had confirmed that they were prepared to take over responsibility for the maintenance of the defibrillator on their premises.

It was also reported that Cllr Paul Davies had kindly carried out checks of the defibrillators as agreed at the previous meeting.

The Clerk advised that interest had been expressed by a neighbouring Community Council in purchasing one of the decommissioned units

RESOLVED: (i) that the defibrillators that are not accessible 24/7 at Maesmarchog School, Banwen Shop and Dove Workshops be decommissioned
as SaveALifeCymru will not provide support with ongoing costs, and it was considered that there were sufficient units remaining to ensure the safety of the public.

(ii) that Nitelite take over responsibility for the maintenance of the defibrillator on their premises

(iii) that the Clerk determine whether there is any interest from other organisations in purchasing the decommissioned units 

b) Lease Of Land

Cllr Ruth Stone declared an interest in this matter

Members considered a request from the Family Engagement Officer at Neath Port Talbot CBC to lease the former Forest School land in Banwen. The proposed use of the land would be to provide structured Forest School sessions for pupils of Maesmarchog School, family engagement activities to support parents and carers and small group interventions aimed at wellbeing and emotional development. It was noted that the Head of Maesmarchog would sign the lease if granted. 

Cllr Llewllyn also raised a query from a resident regarding the potential to purchase a parcel of land owned by the community Council. It was noted that the Community Council was not permitted to grant this request.

RESOLVED:   that the Clerk prepare a draft lease for the Former Forest School land in Banwen for a period of 12 months, and it be considered at the next meeting on 13th July 2026

c) National Grid – Non-Intrusive Survey Access Licence Extension

The Clerk advised Members that National Grid Electricity Transmission had contacted the Community Council to advise of a 12 month extension to the above licence and a payment £500 extension fee had been received.

RESOLVED:	that the report be noted

d) Insurance

It was reported that the Insurance costs had increased significantly over the last few years. The renewal of £6,184.06 was due on 20th June 2026

RESOLVED:(i) that the insurance be renewed at the cost of £6,184.06 for the current year  

(ii) that the Finance Committee look into the insurance cover for 2027/28 to see if any savings can be achieved

e) Dates for Finance Committee and Environment Committee

RESOLVED: (i) that the Finance Committees be held at 6.30pm on:
Wednesday 9th September 2026
Monday 25th January 2027
Monday 26th April 2027

(ii) that the Environment Committee be held at 6.30pm on Wednesday 15th July 2026 and interested parties be invited to attend.


f) Appointment of Internal Auditor

It was noted that the Internal Auditor currently appointed by the Community Council KLG Services, was no longer offering this service.

RESOLVED: that the Clerk obtain quotes to be considered for next year’s Internal audit.

10. Community Matters

a) Grounds Maintenance
It was noted that there had been 2 grass cuttings carried out to date this financial year
Cllrs raised that issue of the stone wall that had been damaged near the Rugby Club.
RESOLVED:  that Cllrs assess whether the wall can be repaired or whether an external contractor needs to be contacted
b) Play Parks

It was reported that the Clerk had sought clarification from HISCOX Insurance that external annual inspections of the playpark and informal visual checks were sufficient to ensure the Policy was valid should any claims be received. This was confirmed by Hiscox Insurance.

RESOLVED: that the information be noted

c) Pond
It was noted that a meeting had been arranged with representatives of the Community Council and the Angling Club on 22nd June 2026 to clarify issues relating to maintenance of the pond, with reference to biodiversity and safety considerations.

It was also reported that the willow was becoming a problem and consideration need to be given to managing it

RESOLVED: that the information be noted

d) Pantyffordd Hall

It was reported that the Hall was being used weekly  by a new group working with children with Autism and ADHD. Following poor uptake, contact had been made with local schools to improve numbers and this had been fairly successful.

It was reported that the Fire alarm system at the Hall was faulty and needed to be checked and the posts near the playpark were rotten and needed to be replaced.

RESOLVED: (i) that quotes be obtained to carry out repair work to the fire alarm system

(ii) that Cllr Thomas replace the rotted wooden posts with new

e) Cemetery

It was noted that the Cemetery paperwork had been amended to remove the reference to the purchase of reserved plots.


11. Windfarm Panel

It was noted that the Boxing Club Grant had not yet been paid out as there were ongoing issues with their bank account, but they were working to resolve the issue.

12. Outside Bodies

Nothing to report

13. Planning applications

None
14. Police Matters

It was reported that Armed Police had been called to an incident in Banwen during the previous weekend.

RESOLVED:  that, following the above incident contact be made again with the new PCSO to invite him to attend the next meeting and the matter be raised with the County Borough Councillors at their monthly surgery on 9th June 2026. 

15. Correspondence
Members considered a request for renewal of ICCM membership at a cost of £110
Keep Wales Tidy had been in contact regarding a Top Up package which was available free of charge under the Local Places for Nature Scheme. This would provide items to enhance the Butterfly garden and a site visit was requested to assess what was required.
Details of the Pride in Place Impact Fund from Neath Port Talbot Council were circulated for members to consider potential projects that could benefit

RESOLVED:(i) that the ICCM membership be cancelled
(ii) that contact be made with Keep Wales Tidy to arrange a site visit with Cllrs Woodward, Cllr Stone, Cllr Llewellyn and the Clerk
(iii) that Members consider projects that could benefit from the PiPIF by the next meeting and the Environment Committee on 15th July 2026 also be asked to consider any beneficial projects.


Meeting Concluded at 8.05pm

Next meeting: Monday 13h July 2026 at 6.30pm.

Signed:____________________________
Dated:_____________________________
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