Cyngor Cymuned Onllwyn Community Council
Minutes of Annual  Meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026
Dove Workshop, Banwen.
Present:
Chair:			Cllr Ruth Stone
Members Present:  	Cllr Shannon Brace, Cllr Dean Cawsey, Cllr Martin Crimmins, Cllr Paul Davies, Cllr Gareth Llewellyn, Cllr Lee Reynolds, Cllr Steve Thomas and Cllr Maxine Woodward 
Clerk: 			Mrs Catrin Rees
Meeting commenced at 6.30pm
1. Apologies

Cllr Gareth Evans submitted apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of interest 

These will be notified as and when needed during the proceedings of the evenings meeting and forms available for signing if necessary.

3. Appointment of Chair

RESOLVED: that Cllr Gareth Evans be appointed Chair for the Municipal Year 2026/27

4. Appointment of Vice Chair

RESOLVED: that Cllr Maxine Woodward be appointed Vice Chair for the Municipal Year 2026/27

5. Representatives of Outside Bodies

RESOLVED: that the following members be appointed to the undermentioned Outside Bodies:
a. Pantyffordd Hall management Committee – Cllr Steve Thomas
b. Maesmarchog School – Cllr Gareth Llewellyn
c. One Voice Wales – Cllr Maxine Woodward
d. Borough Council/Community Council Liaison Forum – Cllr Maxine Woodward

6. Committee Representatives

RESOLVED: that the following members be appointed to the undermentioned Committees and the frequency of the meetings be as shown below:


Finance Committee
Chair, Vice Chair, Cllr Martin Crimmins and Cllr Ruth Stone.
Meetings to be held in September, January and April

Environment Committee 
Cllr Dean Cawsey, Cllr Gareth Llewellyn, Cllr Lee Reynolds, Cllr Ruth Stone and Cllr Maxine Woodward. It was also suggested that the meeting be open to members of the public to attend.
Meeting to be held in July 2026 and future meeting dates to be decided at that session.

7. Council Guidelines and Policies 

Councillors considered the documents presented. 

RESOLVED:	that the following be approved:
a. Standing Orders
b. Code of Conduct
c. Financial Regulations
d. Risk Assessment Policies

8. Fixed Assets Register

A copy of the Fixed Assets Register was circulated at the meeting

RESOLVED:	that the Fixed Assets Register be noted

9. Internal Auditor Appointment

RESOLVED: that a decision on the appointment of an Internal Auditor for 2026/27 be deferred to the next meeting.

10. Internal Auditors Report for 2025/2026

The Clerk presented the Internal Audit report carried out by KLG Services. It was noted that several areas had been highlighted for action such as VAT, budgeting and procurement procedures. 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk review the recommendations in the report before the final submission to Audit Wales.

11. Chairpersons and Members Remuneration

Members were advised of the remuneration allowances available for 2026/27

RESOLVED: that all Members decline the remuneration payments available.

12. Future Meetings

RESOLVED: that future meetings be held on the second Monday of each Month, excluding the month of August.



Cyngor Cymuned Onllwyn Community Council
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026
Dove Workshop, Banwen.
1. Apologies

Cllr Gareth Evans submitted apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of interest 

These will be notified as and when needed during the proceedings of the evenings meeting and forms available for signing if necessary.

3. Public Participation
There were no members of the public in attendance.
4. Approve minutes of Monthly meeting.
RESOLVED: to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2026.

5. Matters arising from previous minutes

Cllr Llewellyn reported that he was distributing keys for the padlock at the skatepark and would secure the lock once all keys had been given.

Cllr Llewellyn also reported that he had visited the Cemetery with Cllr Evans to assess the situation with the Cemetery gates. They had been removed due to health and safety concerns and it was anticipated that replacing the gates would be costly. Cllr Davies agreed to visit the cemetery to assess whether the original gates could be salvaged at a reasonable cost.

RESOLVED: that the above be noted

6. Financial Reports

The bank reconciliation reports and payments awaiting authorisation (totalling £32809.02) were presented for the period 1-30 April 2026, for Members approval. 

RESOLVED: that the above reports be approved

7. Clerks report

a) Defibrillators

Following a discussion at the previous meeting, the Clerk advised that due to the ongoing running costs of replacing defibrillator pads consideration be given to reducing the number of defibrillators in the ward ensuring there is still sufficient provision. Maesmarchog Primary School had been contacted to ask if they would consider taking over responsibility for the unit located at the School but due to budget constraints they were unable to commit to this.

It was suggested that the clerk look at whether there were any guidelines on distances between defibrillators.

The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with SaveALifeCymru and they had sent a replacement pad for the one that had been used by the Ambulance Service at Banwen Rugby Club recently although the expiry date was Dec 2026. However they did confirm that would consider supplying the Council with replacement pads but only if the sites were accessible 24/7.

A detailed discussion followed regarding the number of defibrillators and whether some of the limited access ones could be decommissioned, ensuring there were sufficient remaining within a reasonable distance. The Clerk reported that there may be interest from other areas in purchasing decommissioned Defibrillators at a reduced cost which would generate income to fund replacement pads.

It was noted that the Clerk was currently responsible for checking the defibrillators, however Cllr Davies volunteered to take over responsibility on a monthly basis.

RESOLVED: (i) that the clerk contact the defibrillator sites that are not available 24/7
and suggest that they will be decommissioned as SaveALifeCymru will not provide support with ongoing costs, and it was considered that there were sufficient units remaining to ensure the safety of the public.

(ii) that Cllr Davies be responsible for checking the existing defibrillators

b) Knotweed Contract

A query was raised at the previous meeting on 13th April regarding knotweed at land adjacent to the Dove workshop. The Clerk reported that a quote had been received on 11th July 2025 from Our Tree Company to carry out the initial work at a cost of £150 and annual treatments to eradicate the Japanese Knotweed at an annual cost of £100.

RESOLVED: that Our Tree Company carry out the work to eradicate the Japanese knotweed, as per their quotation of 11th July 2025. 


8. Community Matters

a) Grounds Maintenance
Nothing to report



		
b) Play Parks

RESOLVED: (i) that an annual Inspection be carried out by an independent inspector in December and inspections by the Clerk and Cllr Stone would be made in March and October.

	(ii) that repairs be carried out by the Playpark Companies

c) Pond

The Angling Club had expressed an interest in holding discussions with Councillors to clarify issues relating to the pond. The Clerk reported that Rachel Carter had been asked to attend the meeting but was unable to commit.
RESOLVED: 	that the Angling Club be invited to meet with Cllr Stone, Cllr Woodward and Cllr Davies to clarify the position with regard to the maintenance of the pond, with particular reference to biodiversity and safety considerations.

d) Pantyffordd Hall

It  was noted that the Hall had been used as a Polling Station on 7th May 2026 for the Senedd Elections

e) Cemetery

RESOLVED: that the Cemetery paperwork be amended to remove the reference to 
the purchase of reserved plots.


9. Windfarm Panel

It was noted that payment had been made to 2 of the applications considered at the Windfarm Panel on 25th March 2026. The 3rd applicant had encountered issues with the bank account and would receive payment as soon as the situation was resolved.

10. Outside Bodies

Cllr Llewellyn reported that Maesmarchog School had been put in Special Measures following the Estyn Inspection and due to falling pupil numbers the budget had been reduced. It was noted that they would be working with Neath Port Talbot on a School Improvement Plan.

Cllr Llewellyn also reported on the GCRE Liaison Committee he attended with Cllr Evans. It was noted that there was still a significant shortfall in funding and a final decision on the project would be made by the end of 2026. Mention was also made of the Data Cable in the vicinity  and reports of a potential Data Centre on the site.

11. Planning applications

None.
12. Police Matters

It was noted that the new PCSO, Aled Musselwhite was unable to attend this meeting but would aim to attend the June meeting to meet the members of the Community Council


13. Correspondence
None
14. Any Urgent Business
A resident had enquired about progress on the memorial being developed by Mr David Pugh in memory of his grandfather.
RESOLVED: that an update on progress be provided to the next meeting



Meeting Concluded at 8.10pm

Next meeting: Monday 8th June 2026 at 6.30pm.

Signed:____________________________
Dated:_____________________________
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