Cyngor Cymuned Onllwyn Community Council
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Monday 13th April 2026
Dove Workshop, Banwen.
Present:
Chair:			Cllr Ruth Stone
Members Present:  	Cllr Shannon Brace, Cllr Martin Crimmins, Cllr Paul Davies, Cllr Gareth Evans, Cllr Gareth Llewellyn, Cllr Steve Thomas and Cllr Maxine Woodward 
Clerk: 			Mrs Catrin Rees
Meeting commenced at 18.30
1. Apologies
 Cllr Dean Cawsey and Cllr Lee Reynolds submitted apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of interest 
These will be notified as and when needed during the proceedings of the evenings meeting and forms available for signing if necessary.

3. Public Attendance
None

4.  Matters requiring urgent attention

(i) Cllr Llewelyn reported that local volunteers had approached the Community Council to purchase flowers for the plant pots around the village, as had been done the previous year to enhance the surroundings. It was suggested that the Pantyffordd area be included. The approximate cost would be £200.

RESOLVED: that the Community Council reimburse the volunteers for the cost of the plants.

(ii) Cllr Brace brought to Members attention problems with offensive littering at the shelter near the Forest School site for information purposes.

(iii) It was noted that the padlocks at the access to the Skate Park had been purchased by Councillor Llewellyn and would be replaced.


(iv) It was noted that the Dog bin at the Skate Park had been repaired.



(v) Cllr Evans referred to problems with dog owners disposing of used dog bags in the boxes that had been provided by the Community Council to supply new dog bags. Several options were considered.

RESOLVED: that the boxes supplying new dog bags and associated signs be removed.

(vi) Cllr Evans had been approached by several members of the Community to ascertain the status of the Cemetery gates that had been removed, as they were memorial gates. It was noted that they had been removed due to safety concerns. 

RESOLVED: that Cllr Evans and Cllr Llewellyn visit the Cemetery to assess whether the gates can be repaired and reinstated.

5. Approve minutes of Monthly meeting.
Resolved: to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2026.

6. Matters from previous minutes
None.

7. Financial Reports
It was reported that as a result of errors in setting up the new Clerk on the banking system Lloyds Bank had issued a credit of £80 to the Community Council. This was used towards the purchase of a new printer for the Community Council following approval by the Chair.

Resolved: to accept Clerk’s financial report, approved payments list and bank reconciliation

8. Clerks report

a) Defibrillators
The Clerk reported that the Community was responsible for a 9 Defibrillators in the ward and the associated running costs were considerable. Contact had been made with the neighbouring Community Council and they had responsibility for only one in the Community Hall. Also, the neighbouring Primary School did not have any defibrillator or paediatric pads on site. A detailed discussion followed.

RESOLVED: (i) that Cllr Evans contact the local first responder for advice on the number of defibrillators and locations currently within the ward and report back on whether there may be the possibility of reducing the number safely.

	(ii) that the Clerk contact Maesmarchog Primary School to discuss the possibility of them taking on responsibility for the Defibrillator located at their premises.


b) Training
The Clerk reported that she received lots of emails regarding Councillor training 
RESOLVED: that the Clerk circulate details of training considered relevant

c) Letter from resident
Members considered a letter that had been received from a local resident regarding overgrown vegetation.

RESOLVED: that the resident be advised that the Council, in line with its focus on biodiversity has been advised to keep cutting to a minimum. However, if the resident wishes to trim any vegetation encroaching on his property the council has no objection.

d) Land Rental
(Cllr Llewellyn declared an interest in this item)

The details of current land rentals were discussed. It was noted that the lease issued to Banwen Gardening Club needed to be renewed.

RESOLVED: (i) that the land rental rates remain the same as the previous year

(ii) that the lease for Banwen Gardening Club be renewed for another 10 years.

e) Internal Auditor
It was noted that the Community Council was required to appoint an Internal Auditor. The Clerk had contacted the Auditor the Council had used in the previous year and the Internal Audit would commence on 16th and 17th April.
	    
	    
9. Community Matters

a) Grounds Maintenance
The Clerk reported that contact had been made with the County Borough Council and as work had already commenced the contract would continue with the Local Authority this year. The Local Authority would provide the Clerk with dates when the cuts had been carried out and members were also encouraged to monitor and record dates if possible. 

Resolved:  (i) that the contract for 2026-27 be awarded to NPTCBC

(ii) that Cllr Reynolds prepare a specification for the work involved in the current contract in order to obtain quotes from private companies to see if cost savings could  be achieved for the next financial year.
		
b) Play Parks
It was noted that the next inspection would be carried out in April and some minor repairs were needed. 




c) Pond
It was noted that signs for the wildflower area had been delivered but it was unclear where they were to be located. Contact had been made with the previous Clerk for clarification.

A detailed discussion followed regarding applying for grant funding for an Ecological Survey and Habitat Management Plan at the pond. The Clerk supplied information obtained from Rachel Carter at One Voice Wales which was considered in detail.

The Angling Club had expressed an interest in holding discussions with Councillors to clarify issues relating to the pond.
RESOLVED: 	that the Angling Club be invited to meet with Cllr Stone, Cllr Woodward and Cllr Davies and Rachel Carter of One Voice Wales also be invited to attend to clarify the position with regard to the maintenance of the pond, with particular reference to biodiversity and safety considerations.

d) Pantyffordd Hall

The following was reported:
· The troughing and guttering at the hall had been completed.
· Finger guards had been installed on the doors.
· A new group would be occupying the hall on Thursdays 
· A problem had been identified with the flooring bubbling due to damp in the concrete. The original contractor Swansea Contract Flooring had remedied one section and would return to complete the work and would charge for labour only.
· The hall had been painted and the cost covered by Pantyffordd Hall
· Cabinet to be ordered to store Community Council Paperwork

10. Windfarm Panel

It was noted that all 3 applications considered at the Windfarm Panel on 25th March 2026 had been approved

Members discussed potential projects that could be put forward for funding.

RESOLVED: (i) that Cllr Llewelyn consult with the manager at the Dove regarding the Community Council applying for a Battery Storage System for the Solar Panels on the Dove building

	(ii) that Cllr Davies obtain more information on Dog Waste Composters as a possible funding idea to be considered at the next meeting 


11. Outside Bodies
None

12. Planning applications
None.
13. Police Matters
It was noted that a new PCSO, Aled Musselwhite had been appointed for the area.

RESOLVED: that the new PCSO be  invited to attend the next meeting on 11th May 2026, to introduce himself to members of the Community Council

14. Correspondence
None
15. Any Other Business
The Chair referred to a knotweed problem in the area leading to the pond. There was reference to a contract that had been drawn up to deal with the problem by the previous clerk, but no work had been undertaken. The Chair advised that a member of the community understood the issue well and was prepared to carry out the work voluntarily if provided with the necessary equipment.
RESOLVED:	(i) that the Clerk ascertain whether any contract exists to deal with the knotweed problem
(ii) that if no contract exists and there are no Health and Safety concerns, the Council purchase the necessary equipment for the volunteer to carry out the remedial works.





Next meeting: Monday 11th May 2026 at 1830 hours.

Signed:____________________________
Dated:_____________________________
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