Cyngor Cymuned Onllwyn Community Council
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026 held at Dove Workshop, Banwen.
Present:
Chair:			 Cllr Ruth Stone
Members Present:  	Cllr Steve Thomas, Cllr Dean Cawsey, Cllr Gareth Llewellyn, Cllr Lee Reynolds, Cllr Martin Crimmins, Cllr Maxine Woodward and Cllr Gareth Evans
Clerk: 			Mrs Catrin Rees
Meeting commenced at 18.30
1. Apologies
None 

2. Declarations of interest 
These will be notified as and when needed during the proceedings of the evenings meeting and forms available for signing if necessary.

3. Public Attendance
None

4. A. Matters requiring urgent attention
None

B. Matters raised by members

(i) It was noted that complaints had been received regarding litter being discarded at the cemetery.

(ii) A query was raised regarding the cemetery gates and Cllr Cawsey confirmed that they had been removed by the previous Clerk for safety reasons.

(iii) It was noted that the padlocks at the access to the Skate Park had been removed
Resolved: that Councillor Llewellyn inspect the area and purchase a replacement padlock and 6 keys and be reimbursed by the community council for costs incurred. 

(iv) It was noted that the Dog bin at the Skate Park was damaged 
Resolved: that the Clerk contact the County Borough Council to repair the bin


(v) Cllr Woodward reported that there was a loose post on the walkway in the pond area
Resolved: that the post be removed for safety reasons

(vi)  Cllr Crimmins referred to the sudden increase in oil prices due to the conflict in Iran and whether there was any support available to local residents on low incomes. 

It was noted that the Dove had several initiatives including the Warm Hub and links with the Food Bank that were available to residents. It was suggested that the Dove be approached to see if they were able to advertise what was available with leaflets as well as advertising on Facebook to reach more people in the community.

Cllr Cawsey mentioned a Welsh Government scheme that had operated  in the previous year providing households with a contribution to the cost of oil and coal. He agreed to look into the matter and see if the same scheme was available this year and report back.
5. Approve minutes of Monthly meeting.
Resolved: to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2026.

6. Matters from previous minutes
None.

7. Financial Reports

Resolved: to accept Clerk’s approved payments list and bank reconciliation

8. Clerks report

The clerk updated Members on the work undertaken since her appointment in February.

Resolved: (i) that the report ne noted; 
	     
       (ii) that The Circuit be contacted to see if there is any possibility of obtaining 
	            replacement pads for the defibrillators at no cost, as most had an expiry 
	            date of September 2026
	    
9. Community Matters

a) Grounds Maintenance
The Clerk reported that contact had been made with the County Borough Council to query the invoice for 25/26 as it was substantially higher than last years and Members felt there had been fewer grass cuts. It was clarified by the Local Authority that the reason for the reduced cost last year was, that since Covid they were not carrying out all operations identified in the old contract. A new contract had been drawn up last year and the Local authority maintained that all operations had been carried out as agreed for the current year.

Resolved: (i) that the clerk arrange payment of the invoice to the local authority and 
                            request a copy of the current contract and obtain clarification on when 
		    the contract commences and how often the bins are emptied.
		


(ii) that Cllr Reynolds prepare a specification for the work involved in 
                              order to obtain quotes from private companies to see if cost savings 
                              could be achieved. 	 
		
b) Play Parks
It was noted that the new clerk had carried out an inspection of the Play Parks with the Chair on 23rd February 2026.

Resolved:  that the Clerk carry out Play Park inspections monthly from March to 
		October

c) Pond
Members discussed a motion to rescind their previous decision and dissolve the partnership with Dulais Valley Angling Club. 
Resolved: that Rachel Carter of One Voice Wales be invite to meet with 
	              Representatives of the Community Council and the Angling Club to clarify 
	              the position with regard to the maintenance of the pond, with particular 
	              reference to biodiversity

d) Pantyffordd Hall

It was reported that the troughing and guttering at the hall needed to be replaced and a quote had been received from P Havard to remove the damaged items and replace with new.

Resolved: to accept the quote presented to the meeting and commence the
       remedial work.

10. Windfarm Panel

It was noted that there were 3 applications to be considered at the next Windfarm Panel on 25th March 2026.

11. Outside Bodies

(i) Cllr Llewellyn reported that Maesmarchog School had recently undergone an Estyn Inspection and had been placed into Special Measures but would be receiving additional support to address the problems identified.

(ii) Councillor Woodward and the Clerk, Catrin Rees had attended the meeting of the Neath Port Talbot Area Committee for One Voice Wales on 4th March 2026

(iii) It was reported that a local Liaison Group meeting for the GCRE was due to be held at 2pm on Friday 8th May 20206
Resolved: that Cllr Llewelyn and Cllr Evans attend on behalf of the Community Council
 
12. Planning applications
None.

13. Police Matters
None

14. Correspondence
(a) Cllr R Stone declared an interest in this matter.
It was reported that the Family Engagement Officer based at Maesmarchog School had expressed an interest in developing the land formerly used for the Forest School which was owned by the Community Council. The intention was to develop an outdoor learning and wellbeing space to benefit families in the community, as well as staff and pupils from Maesmarchog School.
Resolved: (i) to contact the organiser of the Forest School to confirm whether she                                                
	                      still intends to lease the land
	                (ii) to clarify who would sign the lease if it the proposal by the Family
                              Engagement Officer were to be approved

(b) It was reported that membership of One Voice Wales was due for renewal on 1st April 2026
Resolved: that the annual membership for One Voice Wales be renewed

15. Any Other Business
Resolved: (i) that the previous clerk Mr Chaplin be informed that the Council 
            appreciated the offer to assist with the Play Parks and Cemetery on a
            voluntary basis until the new clerk was in post. However, It was agreed that 
            those duties would now be the responsibility of the incoming Clerk and to 
            thank Mr Chaplin for his contribution over the past two years

	       (ii) that a Steel Cupboard be purchased to store Council papers securely at 
                             Pantyffordd hall.

16. To consider passing a resolution that further to subsection (1) of section 2 Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 and Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972,the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the following items by virtue of the nature of the business to be transacted


17. Councillor Vacancies
Cllr S Thomas declared an interest in this matter.
Members considered two applications for current vacancies on the Community Council
Resolved: (i) that Mr Paul Davies be co-opted onto the Community Council

	       (ii) that the second applicant be automatically co-opted onto the Council if 
	             no further applications are received before the expiry of the Notice of 
                              Co-option on 23rd March 2026


18. Contract of Employment

Resolved: that the Contract of Employment for the Clerk to the Community Council be
	        approved



Meeting concluded at 20.15
Next meeting: Monday 13th April 2026 at 1830 hours.

Signed:____________________________
Dated:_____________________________
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