Cyngor Cymuned Onllwyn Community Council
Minutes of Monthly Meeting
Held on Monday, 9th February 2026 at Dove Workshop, Banwen
Present: Cllr Ruth Stone, Cllr Steve Thomas, Cllr Gareth Evans, Cllr Gareth Llewellyn, Cllr Dean Cawsey, Cllr Martin Crimmins, and Cllr Maxine Woodward
Apologies received: Lee Reynolds
Meeting commenced at: 18:30
1. Apologies for Absence
Cllr Lee Reynolds sent apologies for absence. The Council resolved to accept these apologies.
2. Declarations of Interest
Declarations of interest will be made as and when required during the meeting. Forms are available for signing if necessary.
3. Appointment of New Clerk
The Council discussed and approved the appointment of the new Clerk. Catrin Rees was interviewed on Thursday, 29th January by Cllrs Ruth Stone, Steve Thomas, Gareth Llewellyn, and Maxine Woodward. Following discussion, it was agreed that Catrin should be offered the position of Clerk, working 40 hours per month at a rate of £15.06 per hour. This arrangement will be reviewed after 12 months, by which time the Council aims to have a Financial Committee in place. It was noted that Catrin will need to complete several courses, which will be funded by the Community Council. She will also be added as a signatory to the bank account. Until Catrin is fully conversant with all aspects of the role, Simon Chaplin has offered to continue administering the Cemetery, conducting play park inspections, and handling minor repairs as required. The proposal was made by Cllr Dean Cawsey and seconded by Cllr Gareth Llewellyn.
4. Public Attendance
No members of the public were in attendance.
5. Matters Requiring Urgent Attention
A. Platform 7 Safety Issue
Cllr Dean Cawsey reported a bolt sticking up on Platform 7 by the pond. It is unclear whether this requires tightening or cutting off. As the platforms are new, the issue will be referred to the company that installed them. The mess left by the company, especially the ploughed edges along the paths, was also noted; however, remedial work cannot be done until the weather improves and the land can recover naturally.
B. Dog Fouling
The Council has received complaints about the amount of dog mess around the village and along the pathways. Cllr Dean Cawsey advised that if sufficient reports are made to Neath Port Talbot (NPT) Council, a dog warden will be dispatched.
C. Correspondence
Cllr Ruth Stone confirmed that when a councillor resigns their resignation cannot be rescinded and they must go through the application process again. There has been interest in the vacant seats and the co-option process is ongoing.
 Cllr Dean Cawsey suggested that the new Clerk should contact One Voice Wales to request documentation on the role of a councillor, which can be provided to interested individuals before they apply. This follows a trend of new councillors joining and then resigning, which affects council stability. Cllr Gareth Llewellyn proposed that interested candidates be interviewed to ensure they understand the role before appointment.
6. Approval of Minutes
The minutes for the meeting held on 12th January 2026 require amendment to reflect that Cllr Maxine Woodward attended the AGM of One Voice Wales, not an area meeting.
7. Matters from Previous Minutes
No matters arising from previous minutes.
8. Financial Matters
The approved payments list and bank reconciliation were received and signed by Cllr Steve Thomas.
9. One Voice Wales Meeting Update
Cllr Maxine Woodward provided an update, and her report is attached to these minutes.
10. Ground Maintenance
The Council has received an invoice from Neath Port Talbot CBC for grounds maintenance which was higher than expected. Cllr Gareth Llewellyn recommended that payment for grass cutting in 2025/2026 should be withheld until the Council receives evidence of the work carried out.
11. Planning Applications
No planning applications were received.
12. Training
Training for council members should be ongoing. The new Clerk, Catrin Rees, should commence relevant training as soon as possible. Cllr Ruth Stone has completed the Playpark Inspection course and is now qualified to inspect play areas as required.
13. Pantyfford Hall
It was noted that the electrics at the hall had been inspected and work to circuit board proposed. Cllr Steve Thomas informed the Council that the Pantyfford Hall committee had spent £350 on a skip to remove old toys and shelving from a store room. Upon clearing the room, significant mould and water ingress through the quarry tile floor were discovered, likely due to water not being correctly channelled into guttering. The committee has asked the Community Council to arrange for a professional to investigate the problem. It was proposed by Cllr Dean Cawsey and seconded by Cllr Gareth Llewellyn that Phil Havard should be contacted to rectify the issue. Building Blocks will use the hall for four months from April, paying £35 per session. The hall will also be used for the Senedd elections on 7th May.
14. Pond Maintenance
Work is still required to repair the paths around the pond following the installation of the platforms. Cllr Gareth Llewellyn suggested that, in future, any work carried out by external parties should be approved at a council meeting before being signed off and payment is made. A discussion on whether the angling club or the council should manage the running of the pond is scheduled for the next meeting.
15. Budgeting
The precept figure has been submitted to Neath Port Talbot Council.
16. Windfarm Panel
David Wise has joined the windfarm panel; however, a second member of the public is still required. For the next round of funding applications, two applications have been received: one from Onllwyn Male Voice Choir and another from the boxing club.
17. Play Park Inspections
Cllr Ruth Stone attended the day course on playpark inspections and it was suggested that best practice was to inspect the parks weekly if possible. There were a number of items within the parks that needed replacing. Cllr Ruth Stone would accompany the new clerk on a visit to the play parks to explain what was required.
18. Reports from Members on Outside Bodies
The local school recently underwent an Estyn Inspection. The full report is awaited.
19. Policing Matters
No reports on policing matters within the community were received.
20. Exclusion of Public and Press
The Council considered and resolved, pursuant to subsection (1) of section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of confidential items, by virtue of the nature of the business to be transacted.
21. Confidential Items
No matters of a confidential nature arose from the minutes.
22. Health and Safety
A member of the public raised concerns about the accumulation of rubbish in the area and enquired about the existence of a local litter picking group. Although such a group operated in the past, it has since disbanded. A suggestion was made to organise a community litter picking event, potentially including refreshments such as bacon rolls and coffee. This will be discussed in detail at a future meeting.
Meeting concluded at: 20:00
Next meeting: Monday, 9th March 2026 at 18:30
Signed: ____________________________
Dated: ____________________________
